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Councilman Panico Seeks To Reform Brookhaven Town Bingo Inspector Selection
Process
pos ted on 12/17/2010 11:54:03 A M

Joins with Council Members Mazzei and Bonner to Reform the Process

Farmingville, NY - O n Thursday, December 16th, Brookhaven Town C ounc ilman Dan P anico joined with C ounc ilman
T imothy Mazzei and C ounc ilwomen Bonner to reform the process  of selec ting Brookhaven Town Bingo Inspec tors .

The  reform  measures  in  the  proposed  resolution  ves t  the  appointment  authority  with  the  elec ted  Town  Board.
A dditionally, the resolution calls  for a geographic  balance of appointment. This  is  achieved by having the compos ition
of bingo inspec tors  be one from each counc il dis tric t and a head inspec tor to be selec ted at-large by the Town Board.
The current sys tem of selec tion under the town code is  legally  and prac tically  inadequate, leaving the potential  for
problems to arise.

"A s  the sponsor of this  resolution, I  take serious ly the respons ibilities  of our bingo inspec tors  and the role the Town
government  performs  in  terms  of  regulating  games  of  chance  and  wagering,"  commented  Brookhaven  Town
C ounc ilman  Dan  P anico.  "A ccordingly,  this  resolution  provides  for  greater  transparency  and  accountability  by
ves ting the appointment authority with the elec ted Town Board. I t further provides  for a geographic  balance, fulfilling
yet another promise of the counc il dis tric t sys tem of government. Under this  resolution the old sys tem of back room
patronage  is  replaced with a  more  accountable  sys tem whereby  these  appointments  will  be  formally  submitted by
resolution at each of the yearly Town organizational meetings . I  am currently researching the feas ibility of adopting
future minimum qualifications , modeled after Suffolk C ounty C ivil Service's  bingo inspec tor job desc ription that lis ts
a law enforcement background as  a potential minimum qualification."

"I  am pleased to co-sponsor this  resolution with my colleagues , whom like me, put an emphas is  on good government
and  transparency,"  commented  Brookhaven  Town  C ounc ilwoman  Jane  Bonner.  "When  it  comes  to  gaming  that
involves  the exchange of money, like bingo and other games  of chance, a heightened level of sc rutiny is  needed and
this  resolution does  jus t that."

"A s  a member of the Brookhaven Town Board that years  ago profess ionalized the qualifications  of offic ials  put forward
for appointment, I  wholeheartedly  support this  resolution and think  it  ins tills  a greater level  of public  confidence in
the people's  government. This  is  a needed reform, espec ially when you cons ider the fac t that these offic ials  oversee
the exchange of money and inspec t games  of change, wagering and bingo operations ,"  commented Brookhaven Town
C ounc ilman T imothy Mazzei.

The resolution was  introduced at the regularly scheduled Town Board work sess ion on Thursday, December 16th and
will be voted upon at the Town Board meeting on Tuesday, December 21, 2010.
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